


Europe is facing multiple processes 
of change that affect the rural in 

many ways: demographic evolutions, 
migration flows, renewed urban-rural 
relations, the rise and fall of alternative 
food networks vis-à-vis the seeming 
omnipresence of powerful food consor-
tia, the changing power of constituen-
cies of the rural, changing patterns of 
land use and valorizations of natural 
resources, rapid technological develop-
ments, etc. These change processes do 
not occur in isolation, but are embed-
ded in a package of often interrelated 
external meta-trends (such as climate 
change, geo-politics, global markets) 
that position rural spaces in broader dy-
namics and result in uneven processes of 
change. These uneven processes of rural 
change are interconnected and multi-
level, involving multiple actors and 
governance approaches. They re-confirm 
the inadequacy of outdated concepts 
and dichotomies such as the urban-rural 
divide, the globalization-localization 
dichotomy or the disciplinary/academic 
segmentation of a complex reality. 
They are no longer able to capture the 
complex and systemic nature of today’s 
Europe, its countryside and the ongoing 

processes of change. We can question 
how we (in our multiple roles as scien-
tists, citizens, policy makers, members 
of the business community or ngo rep-
resentatives) can deal with this. In the 
context of this conference, we propose 
to explore processes of rural change 
from three interrelated perspectives: 
1/ mirrors and the richness of diversity; 
2/ rural change and the creation of 
multiple knowledges; 
3/ rural change and the question of 
justice.

All three cornerstones of the esrs 
conference theme will inspire the 

invited speakers, working groups, and 
other activities at the conference.

Please visit us at: 
www.esrs2017.confer.uj.edu.pl
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We are happy to welcome 

you to Krakow !


